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It's hard to imagine it's been 40 years.




— Turnover up but confidenc

ON area business are
a boost in turnover but
i remain cautious

seasonal upturn

lly reached Darlington
ght in its wake a wel-
rease in turnover of 8pc.

contrasted strongly
levels

which declined and
concem.

ett said: “The fact that

this summer’s increase hasn't
until July an un-
ncertainty which re-
ite the upturn we saw

in June's confidence index.

“The economic insecurity
which has haunted the region’s
economy over the past year has
left a residual short-termism
amongst businesses and con-
sumers.”

Mr Luckett added that conse-
quently the summer spending
uptum had taken longer to devel-
op and boost turnover.

The increase in tumnover, along
with other outward signs of re-
newed prosperity in the region
such as the latest announcement
of a further 1500 jobs being creat-
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ed at Orange, contrasts with June's
confidence index which slipped
2.6pc.

“It will be interesting to see If
these latest job announcements
yield an increase in confidence
next month,” Mr Luckett said.

Employment levels in the re-
gion remained static. This was not
unexpected as September is gen-
erally a time of year when compa-
nies begin to take on staff.

“The fact that staffing levels
have not contracted thus far, de-
spite the previous falls in
turnover, makes encouraging
reading and suggests strong re-
silience on the part of Darlington
businesses,” he said.

said Mr Fry. “Also, long-term fi-
| nancial ning for directors
and bus owners has never
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Clive Owen started in
Darlington.

Opened an office in
Cockerton, Darlington.

Moved to Blackwell
Lane in Darlington.

1988

Opened an office
in York.

Opened an office
in Durham.

Durham moved to
Aire House, Belmont
Industrial Estate.

Moved into 140
Coniscliffe Road in
Darlington.

York moved to
Northminster
Business Park, Upper
Poppleton, York.

Durham moved to
Kepier House, Belmont :
Industrial Estate.
office on

) ) Riverside Park in
April 2023 Clive Middlesbrough.
Owen LLP turns 40.
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